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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 
Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, Per-

sonal Injury, Probate, Elder  
Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  

(& more!) 
www.attorneypalulis.com 

michele@attorneypalulis.com 
158 Main St.., Suite #2 

Putnam, CT 06260 
(860) 928-9928 

860-315-9656 

HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT: 
Buell’s Orchard, Oct. 31, 2-4pm; EES Parking Lot, Oct. 31,  6:30pm sponsored by Town of Eastford Recreation Commission.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

**************************************************************************************************************  
FROM EES: SAVE THE DATE/ DONATE TO EASTFORD GOODS & SERVICES AUCTION  
Saturday, December 10, 2022—Doors Open at 5 pm, Silent Auction Tables Open at 5pm, Bake Sale All Night! 
Shop for the holidays - goods from local artisans, donations, gift cards, themed baskets & much more! 
Dinner will be available to purchase from a local food truck! 
Like us on Facebook for Updates: Eastford School Auction 
www.facebook.com/Eastford-School-Auction-109417801363589 

Fun at Buell’s Fall Festival. Shown below are youngsters after facepainting and a hayride to the pumpkin patch and Georgia Barlow 

with her pumpkin. Photos by Adam Minor. 
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Selectman’s Synopsis by Deb Richards – First Selectman 
Congratulations To Johanna H. Wolfe CCTC Eastford Town Clerk who recently 
received the designation of Certified Connecticut Town Clerk (CCTC) from the 
Connecticut State Certification Committee. To receive the prestigious CCTC certifi-
cation, an applicant must have professional experience in the Town Clerk’s office 
of local government and have demonstrated a commitment to high standards of 
integrity and to lifelong learning and professional development. 
Picture of Johanna receiving her certification at the Town Clerk’s Conference at 
Water’s Edge. Picture courtesy of Lisa Kellermann 
Responsibilities of CT Town Clerks 

 

 

 

Records 
(CGS § 7-23 et seq. and 
various other citations in 
Titles 22a, 26, 47, and 
49, among others ) 

1. Maintain and provide access to public records as required by state law and regulations 
2. Provide certified copies of public records 
3. Record, index, and preserve municipal land records, surveys, and maps 
4. Post meeting notices for local governmental bodies 
5. Maintain official records of charters, ordinances, oaths, appointments, and petitions 
6. Maintain public meeting minutes, agendas, and notices 
7. Record trade names and military discharges 
8. Issue certificates of authority to justices of the peace, notary publics, and Superior Court 
    commissioners 
9. Maintain official copies of town budgets, audits, and annual reports 
10. Administer the oath of office to local elected and appointed officials 

Area Duties and Responsibilities 

Registrars of Vital Statistics 
(CGS §§ 7-36 et seq., 19a-42, 
19a-44, 19a-322, and 19a-323, 
among others) 

1. Register and maintain original birth, marriage, civil union, death, and fetal death records 
2. Issue certified copies of vital statistic records 
3. Conduct or assist with genealogical research for members of certified genealogical societies 

Licensing 
(CGS §§ 21-35d, 22-338, 22-
339, 26-28, 26-30, and 26-36, 
among others) 

1. Issue state marriage, liquor, hunting, fishing, dog, and trapping licenses, among others 
2. Issue passport applications and citizen verifications 
3. Issue burial, cremation, and removal permits 

Elections 
(CGS § 9-6 et seq.) 

1. Attend bi-annual conferences hosted by the secretary of the state to discuss election laws,  
    procedures, or related matters 
2. Examine and approve applications for admission as an elector 
3. Distribute campaign finance forms upon request 
4. Act as filing repository for municipal office candidates' campaign finance statements 
5. Notify the secretary of the state of campaign finance statement filing violations 
6. Certify nominating petitions 
7. Issue absentee ballot applications, direct the preparation of absentee ballots, and maintain 
    permanent absentee ballot records 
8. Compile election results and forward them to the Office of the Secretary of the State 
9. Submit up-to-date voting district maps and reports on the number of registered and party-enrolled 
    voters to the secretary of the state 
10. Keep custody of voting machine keys and other election materials 
11. Prepare the explanatory text for a local referendum question 
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         FOR UPDATES ABOUT 
        MIDWAY RESTAURANT 
info: www.facebook.com/ MidwayRestaurantAndPizza/ 

EASTFORD SENIOR CITIZENS:   

Submitted by:  Jeannine Spink, Program Director 

& Mary Ann Lally, Treasurer 

Members of the Eastford Senior Citizens attended the  

annual, September picnic sponsored by the Quinebaug  

Valley Senior Citizens Center of Brooklyn on September 19.  

Because of inclement weather, the picnic that was to be held 

outdoors at Bell Park in Dayville, was moved inside to the 

old Brooklyn High School auditorium, which is now used for 

community events. There were approximately 200 other sen-

iors from the area to enjoy a bag lunch and conversations 

that filled the room with joyful sound. The entertainment was 

provided by the “Elderly Brothers”, long-time popular solo 

artists T-Bone Stankus and Brian Gillie. They served up mint

-condition “oldies” from Hollywood, Broadway, the Swing 

Era and Rock n’ Roll. With a guitar and electric piano, and 

their strong voices, they brought back so many memories, 

while inspiring the crowd to sing along.  It was the perfect 

way to end the summer.  There was no sleepwalking down 

memory lane for the seniors.   

    In addition to events that Eastford’s Senior Citizens are 

working on for the holiday season, the QVSC Center’s many 

other programs are open to Senior Citizens from all area 

towns. If you would like to know more about our group, 

what programs and assistance are available for you to help 

you attain a fulfilling life, contact Jeannine Spink, Program 

Director at 860-974-1678 (leave a message), or email: 

jspink@charter.net 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Thursday, Nov. 10- ESC luncheon at Congregational 

Church of Eastford 

December 8, 2022 –Eastford Community Dinner at  

Congregational Church –time to be determined 

 

 

Congratulations Buell’s Orchard named one of  

Connecticut’s best places for cider donuts & so much 

more: PYO, pies & goodies in store, events.  

For information about hours, events: 

https://www.facebook.com/Buellsorchard/ 

Trunk or Treat: Oct. 31, 2-4pm 
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EASTFORD FOOD PANTRY by Audrey Carabeau 

The Eastford Food Pantry is located at the Eastford Baptist Church, 133 Union Road. Currently we are serving 17 families in 
town. The pantry is available to any resident of Eastford who is in need of food assistance. Delivery is available to those who 
are homebound. All calls and referrals are kept confidential. Referrals can be made by calling the Town Office at 860-974-
0133 or Audrey Carabeau at 860-933-7685, acarabeau@yahoo.com. The Food Pantry is open the first Monday of each month 
from 8-11 a.m. by appointment. Thank you David Barlow, Steven Williamson and Steve Bowen for your donations and to all 
others who donated goods and money to the pantry so that we can continue to help those in need. Thank you Lynn Nelson for 
creating birthday boxes for the children and Trevor from His Oaks for meat donations. All donations to the pantry can be 
dropped off at the Town Office Building during regular business hours. Please make check donations payable to Town of 
Eastford with food pantry on the memo line. We are in need of the following items: Pasta sauce, pasta, rice, macaroni and 
cheese, dry roasted peanuts, peanut butter, tuna, hearty soups, canned fruit and vegetables, raisins, oats, pancake mix, pancake 
syrup, jelly, coffee, sugar, 100% fruit juice, healthy snacks, cereal bars, granola bars. Thank you in advance for your support. 

mailto:acarabeau@yahoo.com
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 DID YOU KNOW? by Eastford Historical Society 
 Did you know that the Charter Oak is one of the most important symbols in Connecticut history and that a de-
scendant of the historic tree grows in Eastford? 
    Early lore claims that in the 1630’s a delegation of Native Americans approached Samuel Wyllys, the settler 
who had cleared much of the land around the old oak tree in what is now Hartford, and encouraged him to pre-
serve the tree. It had been planted ceremoniously for the sake of peace when the tribe first settled the area, and 
they believed it had guarded their ancestors for centuries. The tree had guided them for centuries as to when to 
plant their corn - when the leaves were the size of a mouse’s ear, it was time to put the seed in the ground. 
     But Connecticut’s colonial legend be-
hind the historic white oak tree in Hartford 
really began 30 years later. In 1662, Eng-
land’s King Charles II granted the Con-
necticut Colony a Royal Charter guaran-
teeing the Colony the right to  
self-govern and the ability to elect its own 
officials without interference from the 
Crown.  Charles’ death in 1685 brought 
his brother, James II, to the throne. James 
disapproved of Royal Charters since they 
interfered with his plan to establish the 
Dominion of New England, which com-
bined the New  
England Colonies and the Colony of New 
York under the leadership of a Royal Gov-
ernor.  King James demanded the return of 
all Royal Charters and named Sir Edmond 
Andros the Dominion’s Royal Governor.  
His first duty was to seize all Charters.  In 
October 1867.Andros met with leaders of 
the Connecticut Colony in a tavern in Hartford and demanded the return of the Connecticut Charter.  The  
document was produced, and discussion ensued.  The Connecticut Colony would not surrender the Charter.  
Suddenly the candle lights in the room went out. In the confusion the Charter was passed through a window to 
Captain Joseph Wadsworth. He hid it in the trunk of a large white oak on the Wyllys estate where it was protected 
from the King and Andros. Despite Connecticut’s resistance, it became part of the Dominion for the next two 
years.  In 1869 James II was overthrown, and Andros lost power in the colonies.  The Charter emerged from  
hiding and was used to govern Connecticut until 1818. 
     On August 21, 1856, the Charter Oak, estimated at nearly 1,000 
years old, fell during a torrential storm.  The wood was used for many 
different projects.  In 1986 the State offered sapling descendants of the 
Charter Oak to all 169 towns. The Town of Eastford accepted the 
sapling and, with the approval of Mark Sheldon, then president of the 
Union Society, planted it on the east lawn of the Union Society land 
on the corner of Routes 198 and 44 (land and building now owned by 
the Town of Eastford). On October 22, 2013, Edward A. Richardson 
of the CT Tree Project at Conn College inspected Eastford’s tree and 
declared it a descendant of the original Charter Oak. He placed it on 
the Notable Tree Project listings as one of only 23 verified Charter 
Oak descendants in the state.  
    Please think of the EHS when cleaning out basements, attics, clos-
ets, and drawers.  Remember, one man’s trash is the Historical Socie-
ty’s treasure. Donations of historic items are always welcome and 
monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  P.O. Box 350, Eastford, 
CT 06242.  
PHOTOS: Above right: October 22, 2013, Mark Sheldon (left),  
former president of the Union Society who originally planted 
Eastford’s Charter Oak descendant, met with Ed Richardson (right) to 
verify Eastford’s oak as a true Charter Oak descendant. Bottom left: 
Recently, David Jakubowski, Sr., and son Kris (in photo) protected the Charter Oak trunk with a mulch barrier.  



8 

 

  

Eastford Independent Fire Co, No.1, by Contributor:  Jeannine Spink, Veteran Member 

Veterans Day is a public holiday on the anniversary of the end of World War I. November 11 was established to honor 
US veterans and victims of all wars. The day replaced Armistice Day in 1954. The American flag is always hung at half-
mast. On September 20, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed a law to mark this day always to be celebrated on No-
vember 11. As you pass Grove Cemetery on Rte. 198 in Eastford, slow down to pay homage. Veterans Day words to re-
member:  Commemorate, commitment, courageous, heroism, meritorious, patriotism, tribute, and respect. The U.S. 
Senate on 8/4/2001, designated the week of 11/11 through 11/17 as “National Veterans Awareness Week”. Visit your lo-
cal cemeteries to acknowledge the bravery and sacrifice of all U.S. Veterans. Say “thank you” to the Veterans who are 
with us by honoring living veterans who served honorably in the military in wartime or peacetime. 

September was a busy training/meeting month for the EIFC.  9/6 & 9/7 were monthly business meeting and truck check 
on all apparatus; 9/14 – Pump Operations; 9/21 – EMS patient care; 9/28 – Line Officers. 
 
Events planned for the month of October in addition to meetings and weekly drills include: 
TBD - Fire Prevention visit at the Eastford Elementary School 
10/30 – Touch a Truck – Trick-or-Treat at Buell’s Orchard from 2-4pm. 
10/31 – HAPPY HALLOWEEN – Trick-or-Treat at the Firehouse 
 
Fall is here with winter not far behind. The EIFC has three requests: 
1) Mark your driveways with the green, reflective house number signs, specifically houses using multi-driveways.  
Signs are FREE 
2) Install the signs at the beginning of the driveway, and keep the area free of debris and snow drifts. 
3)  When Daylight Savings time changes, replace all batteries in smoke and Carbon Monoxide detectors. 
 
                   These three simple requests will assure our response to your needs will be quick and efficient. 

COVID is still here. It’s never too late to get your vaccination and its booster shots. Flu season will be here. Get your 
shots. 

Thank you to residents who faithfully contribute to our operating budget.  If you wish to support our budget, tax-
deductible donations can be sent to:  EIFC, PO Box 333, Eastford, CT 06242 

 
READY TODAY – PREPARING FOR TOMORROW 

 

             On October 8, EIFC sponsored 

             “Touch a Truck” at the Ivy Glenn.                                                                         

 
 
                    FALL BACK! 
 
   SUNDAY NOV. 6, 2022, 2AM 
 
      CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS 
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From the Principal by Carole McCombe. A picture says 1,000 words!  We have had a fantastic start to the school year and there is no 
better way to show you just what I mean than this! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

Left 1: Grade 6 students show cooperation and  

problem solving during this Team Building  

Activity. 2. Grade 4 students have “Coffee with a 

Cop” and get answers to many questions from 

Trooper White on National Coffee with a Cop day. 

Below: Two fourth graders demonstrate great  

critical thinking as they discuss their reading work 

together. 3. Kindergarten students enjoy choice 

time and show cooperation and respect! 4.Art Club 

is just one of many options students have for after-

school activities. This group works with Art teach-

er Mrs. Weinland once a week. 5&6: Grades 7 and 

8 spent two days at Mystic Seaport working on 

teambuilding activities, learning the skills of an 

early mariner, and spending the night on board the 

Conrad sailing ship!  
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 Dear Readers: 
We hope you contribute to The Eastford Communicator. Ads 
do not cover printing & postage costs. The Communicator is 
Eastford’s main source of news about events, town govern-
ment,  and local organizations. We need donors to support 
this effort if we are to continue. If you can, please send a 
donation. Thank you! 
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________ 

 
City/State/Zip______________________Amount:_______ 
 
Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator. PO Box 253, Eastford, Ct 06242 
THANK YOU!  The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 
ATTENTION: All articles & news for The Communicator must be  
submitted to E-mail: ckdavidge@gmail.com 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include submitter’s name, 
address & telephone, for verification. All items submitted are subject to edit-
ing.  Article contents are those of the submitters, who are responsible for 
content. The Communicator does not print letters to editor  or items it regards 
as offensive or slanderous.  
Advertisements are paid by the advertiser, who is responsible for the adver-
tisement’s content. The Communicator reserves the right to reject any submis-
sions.   
Thank you for your support. Carol Davidge, Editor 

          EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY 

             ASSOCIATION, INC.  
NOTICE 

EASTFORD GROVE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

Board of Trustees 

Flags:  American flags and fire department flags will be removed 

after Veterans Day, Friday, November 11th.  Plot owners 

who remove their military markers for the winter are  

reminded to reset them the week prior to Memorial Day. 

Trustees Meeting:  Wednesday, November 16, 2022, 7pm, TOB 

Seasonal Decorations:  Artificial decorations will be allowed 

from Thanksgiving, November 24, 2022, to March 15, 

2023.  After March 15th, the seasonal decorations will be 

removed, and only live plants will be permitted. 

Plot/Space Purchase: Appointments can be made to view the 

cemetery grounds and to select a plot for purchase. To make 

an appointment, call 860-974-1349. 

 
Board of Trustees: Alex Kowalchuk, Carolyn Hazard, David Barlow, 

Ken Grube, Scott Huri,  Lauren Anderson,  
Linda Torgeson, Rick Torgeson  

 
Kindly consider assisting the Eastford Grove Cemetery Association in 
its pursuit of efficient perpetual care of the Grove Cemetery. We are a 

non-profit group that does not receive funding from the Town of 
Eastford. A tax deductible donation from you will help us meet present 
and future beautification and maintenance requirements. Contribution 

in any amount will allow us to continue to meet the goal of providing a 
well-maintained, respectable final resting place for your loved ones.     
Additionally, you could leave a gift to the Eastford Grove Cemetery 
Association in your will or living trust, known as a bequest.  This al-
lows you to offer future support without giving up assets today.  Or, 

you may also wish to consider  
making "The Grove Cemetery Association" the recipient of a memorial 
donation (“in lieu of flowers”). We appreciate your consideration of our 
appeal and welcome any questions or concerns regarding the cemetery 

operation. Questions? Call (860) 974-1349. You may also visit our web-
site: 

 https://sites.google.com/site/eastfordgrovecemetery/ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -  

Donations are appreciated and are tax deductible: 
Yes, I would like to help with the beautification of the cemetery. 
Enclosed is my gift of $       

 
Name        

                                    
          Address       

           
            City      State    Zip  

 
Gift in memory of      

         Send to:  Eastford Grove Cemetery Assoc., Inc.   
         P.O. Box 284, Eastford, CT  06242 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - 

           
            THANK YOU RECENT DONORS to 
                   The Eastford Communicator: 
                             Leslie Lavallee 
                               Donna Leake 
                            Ralph J. Yulo, Jr 
           You are helping the paper reach 1000 homes  
                during these challenging times! 
             Donations may be made payable to: 
                      Eastford Communicator 
              P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 
                                THANK YOU! 

   

      Eastford - A Connecticut Best Small Town 
Connecticut Magazine’s cover story in March 1993 
showed Eastford with Bowens Garage, the Ivy Glenn, 
cows, trees and people walking around our lovely vil-
lage. Rankings were based on quality of life, affordabil-
ity, good schools, low crime rate, leisure and other 
measures. Those qualities remain today.  
Information: www.eastfordct.org/townofeastford 
Facebook: Eastford CT06242 &  
EastfordCT06242SmallBusiness 
See also article in Willimantic Chronicle, Jan 23, 2021   

 

about:blank
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From CT Secretary of the State 
PLEASE  VOTE ON  
NOVEMBER 8, 2022, 6AM-8PM 
Lower level Eastford Town Hall. 
For information about: 
obtaining absentee ballots, how to 
apply online to register to vote, 
or other information, go to link: 
https://portal.ct.gov/sots 
& click on “Elections & Voting” 
 
Eastford Registrars of Voters 
Hours: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, (5-
7pm) in Town Office Bldg (TOB), 
lower level. 
Absentee Ballot Applications are 
available from Eastford Town Clerk 
in TOB Upper Level,Tuesdays & 
Wednesdays, 10-12noon & 1-4pm 
After you return the application, the 
Town Clerk will mail you a ballot 
which must be returned to the white 
drop box or Town Clerk’s office by 
Nov 8, 8pm 
 
From Eastford Registrars: 
Please be aware of the following 
election dates for 2022: 
Nov. 1st - DEADLINE for mail-in 
registrations for new voters and last 
day to drop off completed registra-
tion forms to the Office of the Regis-
trars of Voters 
Nov. 1- 11:59 pm-last day to regis-
ter using the online voter registration 
system 
Nov. 7-limited registration session 
for those whose qualify due to age, 
citizenship or residence after Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 - ELECTION (6 am - to 8 
pm) 
AARP Voter Info: 
1)Absentee Voting:  
New Laws passed last year expand 
opportunities that allow voters with 
temporary disabilities and chronic 
illnesses to automatically receive 
absentee ballots, allowing absentee 
voters with visual impairment to 
receive a ballot electronically,  
 
2) a new law expands eligibility for 
absentee voting, mainly to  
commuters, caretakers and other 
voters worried about illness.  
Previously, voters could only get an  
absentee ballot if they were working 
out of town during all polling hours 
on Election Day or if they personally 
had an illness or physical disability 
that made them unable to vote at 
their polling place during voting 
hours. Now, voters may qualify for 
an absentee ballot if they are  
traveling for only part of Election 
Day or if they are concerned about  
sickness, including COVID-19, for 
either themself or someone they are 
taking care of.  

 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Press-Releases/2022-Press-Releases/Secretary-Merrill-Issues-Interpretation-of-New-Absentee-Ballot-Statute
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